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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Campus to host debate on same-sex marriage
Two men from opposing sides of the same-sex
marriage controversy will debate the issue on
campus next week.
Gay rights activist John Corvino and Focus
on the Family marriage analyst Glen Stanton
travel the country together to present a lively
conversation about the role of marriage in
society. Their presentation will be Wednesday,
February 15, beginning at 4 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
Corvino is a philosophy professor at Wayne
State University who specializes in ethical
theory and applied ethics. The same-sex marriage advocate has written and spoken on
GLBT issues for more than 10 years. Corvino
has received several teaching awards and was
presented with a 2004 Spirit of Detroit Award,
from the Detroit City Council, for his work on
behalf of gay rights.

Stanton is the
senior analyst
for marriage
and sexuality
and the director of social
research and
cultural affairs
for Focus on
the Family. He
has written or
contributed
John Corvino
to nine books
about families and social issues. An opponent of same-sex marriages, Stanton serves
as a consultant to the Bush administration on
increasing the involvement of fathers in the
nation 's Head Start programs.
President Mark A. Murray said the debate will
allow the campus to hear speakers with strong
opinions present their cases in an informative,

civil debate.
"I hope many
will attend, not
just to learn
the positions
on this timely
issue, but to
witness a case
study in how
we can properly
engage each
other on highly
Glenn Stanton
charged and
important issues," Murray said.
The debate is sponsored by Human Resources'
Work Life Connections, Office of Planning
and Equity, Housing and Residence Life,
Women's Center, Dean of Students Office,
Office of GLBT Resources, Allies and
Advocates, University Bookstore and Human
Resources.

···--------------------------

·vagina Monologues' will benefit women's groups
Three performances of Eve Ensler's "The Vagina Monologues," produced by Grand Valley students and community members, will benefit
area women's organizations.
Sponsored by GVSU's Women 's Center, with support from the Nokomis
Foundation, the play will be performed at Fountain Street Church, 24
Fountain St. NE in Grand Rapids, on February 10 and 11; and at the
Cook-DeWitt Center on February 14. All performances will start at
7:30 p.m.
Nearly 70 students, faculty and staff members are involved in the production. Ensler's acclaimed play is a collection of powerful, engaging
and, at times, provocative monologues about women who speak frankly
about their bodies, childbirth, sex, rape and love.

File photo

Tickets are $16 ($8 for students) and available at the GVSU Box Office
in the Performing Arts Center, 20/20 Desk in Kirkhof Center or the Pew
Campus Student Services Office, 101B of the De Vos Center. They are
also available with a service fee at StarTickets Plus outlets or by calling
(616) 222-4000, (800) 585-3737, or visiting the Web site www.starticketsplus.com.

Performances of 'The Vagina Monologues,' pictured with a former
cast, will begin on February 10 at Fountain Street Church in Grand
Rapids.

Last year, Grand Valley's production raised more than $14,000 for
area organizations. This year, proceeds will benefit the Grand Rapids
YWCA, Center for Women in Transition in Holland, GVSU's Women 's
Center, GVSU student organization Eyes Wide Open, and Justice to

Justice to Comfort Women refers to the campaign to draw attention to
the survivors of military sexual slavery. The term "comfort women"

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

Comfort Women, the national spotlight organization. Each year, worldwide performances of "The Vagina Monologues" benefit one group of
women who are experiencing violence.

see 'Performances ' on page 3
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Across Campus
Nominations for student award sought

•
•
•
•
•

Faculty and staff members are reminded that nominations for the Kenneth
R. Venderbush Student Leadership Award are due in the Dean of Students
Office (202 STU) by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 10.
The award will be presented to a senior at the Awards Banquet on
April 10.

The committee will begin to develop and implement a coordinated plan
for gathering information from colleges, departments, other academic
units, and a range of stakeholders internal and external to the university.
Davis said several subcommittees will also be appointed. Call the Office
of the Provost, at x12400, with questions.

Committee named
to oversee re-accreditation

President to receive
Distinguished Service Award

Grand Valley is in the initial stages of preparing for an accreditation
review by North Central Association scheduled for 2008.
Gayle R. Davis, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, said
accreditation provides the foundation "for our entire academic enterprise
and is essential to our remaining a prosperous and academically sound
university community." She has appointed 12 faculty and staff members
to serve on the NCA Re-Accreditation Self-Study Steering Committee,
which will be led by Julia Guevara, accreditation and assessment officer.
Guevara said the committee will begin work immediately and conclude in
Spring 2009, following notification of re-accreditation.
The committee members are:
• Jim Bachmeier, associate vice president for Business and Finance
• Lynn Blue, vice provost and dean of Academic Services and
Information Technology
• Maria Cimitile, associate dean for the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences
• Robert Franciosi, professor of English and chair of University
Academic Senate
• Catherine Frerichs, director of the Pew Faculty Teaching and
Learning Center
• George Grant Jr., associate professor of social work and
MSW program director
• Carol Griffin, associate professor of biology and director of the
General Education Program

Matt McLogan, vice president for University Relations
Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students
James Moyer, assistant vice president for Facilities Planning
Barbara Reinken, associate professor of education
Jane Toot, dean of the College of Health Professions

President Mark A. Murray has been
selected by the board of directors of
the Michigan Capital Area Chapter
of the American Society for Public
Administration as the 2006 recipient of
the Frank J. Kelley Distinguished Service
Award. It will be presented to Murray during an awards banquet on May 3 at the
Kellogg Center in East Lansing.
In announcing the award, Michigan Capital
Area Chapter President Gregg Guetschow
Mark A. Murray
noted Murray 's long and varied career in
public service. Murray became president of Grand Valley State University
July 1, 2001, following a two-decade career in state government and education.
Named for former Michigan Attorney General Frank J. Kelley, the
Distinguished Service Award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated a long-term, sustained commitment to public service throughout
much of their careers. Past recipients of the Distinguished Service Award
include state Budget Director Mary Lannoye, former Michigan State
University President M. Peter McPherson, former State Rep. H. Lynn
Jondahl, and former Lansing Mayor David C. Hollister.

•••
FORUM
Volume 30, Number 26
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
Other publications by the News and
Information Services Office include:

GVNOW
To see video features and daily campus
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication,
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu.

GRAND VALLEYl1Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Human Rights Film Festival plays at Wealthy Theatre
Four films are coming to Grand Rapids in February
before screenings are scheduled in March in London
and June in
New York.

for general public and $2 for students.
"Watching the films provides an opportunity to
bear witness to human rights struggles around the
world," said John Schmit, event organizer and
assistant professor of communications. "It is both
humbling and inspirational to see brave individuals rising above adverse conditions to claim their
humanity."

The Human
Rights Watch
International
Film Festival
has become
Filmmaker Peter Kinoy will attend the February 12
a leading
venue for
screenings (7 and 9 p.m.) of "State of Fear" and
discuss it with the audience. He will also give a
distinguished
'State of Fear' will be shown on
fiction, doculecture on Monday, February 13, at 7 p.m. in Lake
February 12 at Wealthy Theatre.
Superior Hall, room 154.
mentary and
animated films and videos with a distinctive human
rights theme. The films are made available to wider
"State of Fear" blends personal testimony, history,
audiences through a traveling festival.
and archival footage to tell the story of escalating
violence in Peru. Kinoy has worked for 25 years as
Grand Valley's School of Communications, Latin
a producer and editor; he was the editor for Michael
Moore's "TV Nation" and the Showtime documenAmerican Studies Program, Department of Modem
tary "Brotherhood of Hate."
Languages and Literatures and the Grand Rapids
Community Media Center are co-sponsoring the
Grand Rapids Human Rights Watch Film Series at
For the complete list of films and dates at Wealthy
Theatre, call 459-4788 or visit www.wealthytheatre.
Wealthy Theatre. Four films will be shown between
February 12-27. Tickets for each screening are $5
org.

3 Forum I February 6, 2006

What's Ahead
President's Ball set for
Devos Place
The 20th annual Presidents' Ball, themed "The
Roaring 20's," will be hosted by President Mark
A. Murray and Student Senate President Jane
M. James
on Friday,
February 10,
at De Vos
Place in
Grand Rapids.
The ball,
which
includes
an awards
ceremony,
dinner and
dance, typically draws
thousands
File photo
of members
Grand Valley will kick up its
of the Grand
heels at the President's Ball on
February 10.
Valley community to
celebrate the achievements of the academic
year. Awards that will be presented include the
Distinguished Individual of the Year and the
Student Award for Faculty Excellence.
The event starts with a reception/cocktail hour
at 5:30 p.m.; dinner and awards ceremony will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and the dance will start at 9.

Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room . Highlights
will include a dragon dance, storytelling and
ethnic food. Representatives from Asian countries will share how they celebrate the New
Year.
The week of activities is sponsored by the Asian
Student Union, East Asian Studies, Padnos
International Center, Office of Multicultural
Affairs and Institutional Marketing.
Visit the Web site www.gvsu.edu/oma to see the
complete schedule.

Alzheimer's support group
to meet
Cindy Beel-Bates, associate professor of nursing, will help facilitate a campus support
group for people who have a loved one with
Alzheimer's Disease.

Mandela-Parks lecture
series features Calvin
professor
A Calvin College professor and expert in civil
rights history will be the next speaker in the
Mandela-Parks Lecture Series, sponsored by
the College of Interdisciplinary Studies and the
African and African American Studies Program.
Randal Jelks, associate professor of history,
will discuss "Civil Rights Movement Politics
in a Great Lakes City: The Confluence of Race,
Ethnicity, and Culture in the Search for Political
Power" on Thursday, February 16, from 2-4
p.m. in rooms 215/216 of the Kirkhof Center.

The group will meet monthly; the first meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, February 14, from
11 :30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
room 201.

Jelks has published both scholarly and journalistic articles. His book, African Americans
in the Furniture City: The Struggle for Civil
Rights in Grand Rapids, has just been published
by the University of Illinois Press.

Sue Sloop, from Work Life Connections, will
also help lead the meetings. Register to participate in the group by sending Sloop an e-mail at
sloops@gvsu.edu.

For more information, contact Barb
Blankemeier, Area Studies Center, at x18110 or
at blankemb@gvsu.edu.

PBW invites students to
Valentine's lunch

Tickets are $20 for the dinner and dance and are
available at the 20/20 Information Desk and at
the Pew Student Services office, 101B DeVos
Center.

Positive Black Women, a faculty/staff organization, will treat women students to lunch on
Valentine's Day.

Asian Pacific celebration
begins with festival

The lunch will run from noon-1:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 14, in the Kirkhof Center,
room 204.

A colorful showcase of traditional Asian New
Year celebrations will kick off the 2006 Asian
Pacific American Heritage Celebration.

Liz Eubanks, PBW president, said the organization wants all women students to feel special on
Valentine's Day, whether or not they have a significant other. Many campus departments have
donated money to support the lunch, she said.

The Asian New Year Festival is scheduled for
Sunday, February 12, from 6-9 p.m. in the

For more information, or to make an
reservation, contact Eubanks at x12146 or at
eubanksl@gvsu.edu.

UClub event features
Michigan's best
The University Club will host a dinner featuring Michigan foods and wines on Thursday,
February 16, at the Alumni House.
"A Taste of Michigan" will include a fivecourse dinner and a lesson on choosing wines;
it will begin with a reception at 5:30 p.m. and
dinner at 6. Free child care for UClub members
will be available at the Children 's Center.
Cost to attend is $30 for UClub members.
RSVPs and payment are due by February 10.
Call Carol Thome at x13399 to make a reservation.

···-------------------------

Performances of popular play scheduled at two venues
continued from page I

and Tokyo this summer.

dates back to imperial Japan and means young
women who were forced to offer sexual services
to Japanese troops between 1932-45. The number of comfort women is estimated at 50,000 to
200,000. Special benefit performances of "The
Vagina Monologues" will be staged in Seoul

Ashley Nickels , Women 's Center volunteer
coordinator, said campus organizations will
stage events leading up to the weekend performances and drawing attention to preventing violence against women. Other community events
include a lecture by Andrea Smith, Native

American activist and co-founder of INCITE
Women of Color Against Violence. Smith will
speak on February 7, 7 p.m., at Wealthy Theatre
in Grand Rapids. Her speech is sponsored by
the Grand Rapids Institute for Informational
Democracy.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through March 31
Art Exhibition: Echoes of the Ancient World:
Adaptations of the Classical Tradition. Art
Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for information.

12: 15-12:45 p.m.: Professor of Classics James
Wells lectures on "The Figure of Sound in
Hopkins and Pindar." Gallery, PAC. Call
x 12564 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 9
1-4 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. Planning, Decision Making, and
Management. 215A EC. Call xl2215 for registration information.

Wed., Feb. 8
8 a.m.-noon: Healing Racism Workshop.
(Second of two sessions.) AH.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. GVSU Faculty Brass
Ensemble. CDC. Call xl3484 for information.

Sun., Feb. 12
2 p.m.: "The Secret Garden." LAT, PAC.

Fri., Feb. 10

6-9 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration Event. Asian New Year Festival.
Grand River Room, KC. Call xl2177 for
more information.

7:30 a.m. : Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information.

Sports
7:30 p.m.: "The Vagina Monologues." Fountain
Street Church, downtown Grand Rapids. Call
x 12300 for ticket information.
7:30 p.m. : GVSU Opera Theatre presents "The
Secret Garden. " LAT, PAC. Call xl2300 for
ticket information.

Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for a story
about proposed U.S. House ethics reforms and
by WOOD-AM about reaction to the State of the
Union address.

Sketches
Akalu Tefera, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, "On Proofs of Certain
Combinatorial Identities," at the annual joint
meetings of the American Mathematical Society
and the Mathematical Association of America.
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, "Research Opportunities
for Students at Grand Valley State University,"
at the annual joint meetings of the American
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical
Association of America. He was appointed to the
subcommittee on research by undergraduates by
the Mathematical Association of America.

5 p.m.: Track & Field hosts Laker Classic.

1 p.m.: Women 's Basketball hosts University of
Findlay.
3 p.m. : Men 's Basketball hosts University of
Findlay.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Jim Goode, professor of history and coordinator of
Middle East Studies, was interviewed by WGVU
Radio for a story on the Palestinian election.

Fri., Feb. 10

Sat., Feb. 11
9 p.m.: Black History Month Event. A Night of
Laughs. 250 KC. Call xl2177 for more information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call xl2204
for more information.

In the News

7:30 p.m.: "The Secret Garden. " LAT, PAC.

8-10 p.m.: Alumnae Recital with pianist Ksenia
Leletkina. Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC.
Call x 13484 for more information.

Tues., Feb. 7
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. Healing Racism, presented by Steve
Robbins. (First of two required sessions.) AH.
Call xl2215 for registration information.

7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. Showtime
at the Apollo. 250 KC. Call xl2177 for more
information.
7:30 p.m.: "The Vagina Monologues." Fountain
Street Church.

Mon., Feb. 6
12:30 p.m.: Black History Month Event. Rosa
Parks Tribute. CDC. Call xl2177 for more
information.

Sat., Feb. 11

···---------------------------

Ashok Kumar, professor of management,
was the guest editor for a special issue of the
International Journal of Flexible Manufacturing
Systems on Mass Customization, published by
Springer.
Ander Monson, assistant professor of writing,
had The Village Voice select his book, Other
Electricities, as one of its top 25 books of 2005.
Tara Hefferan, adjunct professor of anthropology, gave a presentation, "In an Era of
Good Governance, 'Their leadership is lousy ':
Mobilizing Catholic Parishes for Haitian
Development," at the American Anthropological
Association 104th Annual Meeting in Washington
D.C.
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography and
planning, was invited to be a member of the
International Advisory Board of the Bulletin of
the Ghanaian Geographical Association at the
University of Legon, Ghana.
Valerie V. Peterson, assistant professor of communications, wrote an article, "The Divide and
Conquer Exercise: Finding the Essence of Difficult
Readings," published in Communication Teacher.

Cynthia Kleinheksel, education librarian, wrote
an article, "Student Plagiarism and Cheating,"
published in Media Spectrum.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave presentations at
Western Michigan and Wayne State universities
on the exploration of underwater ecosystems in
the Great Lakes.
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, edited
a book of speeches by President Emeritus Arend
D. Lubbers. Old Hopes for a New Place: The
Legacy of Arend D. Lubbers at Grand Valley
State University was published by Michigan State
University Press.
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social work,
wrote a book review, "Kinship Care: Pragmatism
and Good Practice in Adoption and Fostering,"
published in the Journal of the British Association
for Adoption and Fostering.

James Moyer, assistant vice president for
Facilities Planning, was named chair of the board
of Porter Hills Retirement Communities and
Services.

